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What is alphaXiv?



Inception

Undergraduates in research labs

● No idea what was going on in research papers
● pre-GPT
● “Stackoverflow for arXiv”



Inception
● Initially used as private discussion layer used at a couple classes and labs
● Around a year ago decided to open it up publicly

○ Since then ~5,000 comments 12,000 accounts
○ Interest across CS and Physics



Other arXiv Interfaces



Within CS…





Different subjects, different use cases



Different subjects, different use cases



Different subjects, different use cases



Different subjects, different use cases



Different subjects, different use cases



Road to Best Discussions

Visibility and author presence

● Authors share the link to their 
paper on alphaXiv

● A reader shares their comments 
on other platforms

● The paper is claimed on alphaXiv 
when a new reader visits



Categorizing Comments





Moderation



Anonymity



Difficulty of browsing on arXiv



alphaXiv Browser Extension

● Offers a great sample of 
papers people are reading.

● Many people seem to want 
to know what papers their 
peers are reading or 
discussing.

● This data could be helpful!



Custom Topical Search
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arXiv Sanity Reimagined



ResearchGate: An attempt at social media for research?

● Is alphaXiv social media?
○ No. not quite

■ Platform is built around papers, not people
● There are other examples of academic social networks

○ I.e. ResearchGate
○ For CS researchers it’s just Twitter



Future Directions



Communities



Communities



To AI or not AI?



To AI or not AI?



Call to Action

We encourage you all to claim your papers and share the alphaXiv discussion 
links for your research. We’re also happy to help promote your work :)

Feel free to use the Explore page/Communities to discover new and relevant 
papers. We’d love to hear your thoughts!



Questions

What are your biggest challenges in research today?

How do you discover relevant papers?

What can we add that would be useful?


